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EXPANDING HIS GAME

In-demand designer Ross Cassidy is now designing in the islands,
and his California coastal aesthetic is translating perfectly.

My f"-fr:rgn:r'r.r Kearns

[} :H-:hr'ug,.' s_{g-niglmr Riss ( '..lﬁicij,.' landed his first custom
home commission in Hawai'i via existing clients in
California, much like other in-demand mainland-
based creatives. The initial project, at Hualalai Resore
on Hawai'i Island s roney Kona/Kohala Coast, came
at the request of a high-profile power couple who
reside primarily in Los Angeles, home to his firm,
Ross Cassidy Inc., and the luxury estare he previously
created for them.

“They not only introduced me 1o Hualalai, bur
to Hawai' i as well—I1'd never been here betore, and |
absolutely fell in love with the islands and the people,”
Cassidy says.

H'Lgil praise from rthis South African narive who
spent several years as a fashion model in London, Hong
Kong and New York, traveling o exotic locarions
worldwide prior o pursuing his love for 4.|:':if__:|1.

“As a kid, I'd spend Sundays wandering around

our neighborhood with my dad. We'd sneak into
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construction sites and look ar whar |1u;np]¢ were
building, [ was completely obsessed with the design and
construction of houses and hotels. It was something we
really bonded over, and my dad eventually dubbed me
“The Architect,” he says.

Architecture, however, was not in the cards,
Cassidy says, “since math is not a favorite of mine!”

Now after 13 years in Southern California,
Cassidy is a well-established designer, winning
stellar clients with his :ii‘E'.I:,IIIJI:,' uliramodern, bold.
minimalistic style. Among them, pop-star Sia, actor/
comedian Billy Eichner, model Amber Valletta and
actress Gwyneth Palerow.

“My projects come strictly by woed of mouth on the
mainland and now on Hawai'i Island as well,” he says.
The home at Hualalai Resort, internationally lasded as
one of the world's top hoxury residential communiries,
was completed carly this year, and he was immediatcly
tapped for a second project at Kukio Golf and Beach

Froen op: Baold,
chean style in

Club, an exclusive oceanfront club situared just nexr door 10 Hualalai.

“In this case it was a murual friend who made the introductions—and
recommendarion—io the dicnts who had just purchased a large estate site ar
Kukio, We're in the ver ¥ el |{3.' |1.].1n|1 'u:g Srages at the momeni,” € '_a'.-z.iu.l:r LAYE.

Architectural renderings feature multiple, pod-style pavilions, with
INICTION Spaces ml:ﬂiug_:lﬁun 8,000 sqqueare feet with narural, native woods
as the predominant material throughout, he says, while the overall look
and feel is Asian-inspired.

His beachy, casually clegant style combined with the use of superior
quality marerials and funcrionality translates perfectly from a California
coastal sensibility to one thar is modern Hawaiian. Cassidy favors organic
materials, sustainable fabrics and has a pu;l:-:.'h.mr for blues, greens and
neuiral sand ones—clearly shades of ocean and beach.

“My work is almost always based on the environment, whar's
happening in the ourdoor surroundings. When you really listen, design rells
you what it wants to be—and, of course, your clients [do] as well,” he says.

Throughour the design process, the designer is acutely uned into his
clicres’ wants and needs, however diverse they may be

"One client, for example, has a collection of motwrcycles—46 in
otal—and we styled the home complerely around thar collection. Each bike
was treated as a piece of artwork, a focal point in each room,” Cassidy says.

ln.q'iir.l'ritm for hixs signature restrained yet warm modemn dtsign also

candles are more romantc.”
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comes from noted French
designer Christian Liaigre,
whose refined, clean

lines are something thar

u.'.:pl:urni his imaginartion
years ago. “One of his
books always sits on my
coffec table,” he says.

“The one thing I
always encourage clients o
do is embrace minimalism
For the maost part, p;.ﬂplu.- tend o l‘.nu:r oo much furniture, Almost EVETYONE
necds o edin their Ji\'ing spaces in a major way and unlg.r |_:u|.13.' the hilﬂu;u
quality essenrial, funcrional pieces,” says Cassidy, who prizes a highly
curated .1pi1:ru::=.1c]1. “Less is always more.”

At the wop of Cassidy'’s agenda now is the charitable organizarion,
Healthy Decorating, he recently founded 1o explore the impact of design
on the mind.

“Decor has the power 1 heal. | really irmly believe this, and science is
starting w prove it to be true. Studies, for example, are showing how color
Can Increase Iu:,:ling—gn;m info for creating healihy home environmenis
and hugely important for hospitals and wellness facilities.” he says. m
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